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I’d like to ask the Members of Congress
and the administration to come up for the
bill signing now.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial. In his re-
marks, he referred to James Sullivan, Hudson,
NH, who introduced the President, Donna
McNamee, Cleveland, OH, Paul Marshall, Whea-
ton, MD, and Wesley Vinner, Riverdale, MD, citi-
zens who will benefit from the Ticket to Work
and Work Incentives Improvement Act; Rep-
resentative Sherrod Brown; former Senator Bob
Dole; Justin Dart, Jr., chairman and founder, Jus-
tice For All; Jeanne Lambrew, Senior Health Pol-
icy Analyst, National Economic Council; and John
J. Sweeney, president, AFL–CIO. H.R. 1180, ap-
proved December 17, was assigned Public Law
No. 106–170. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on Chechnya
December 17, 1999

The United States and the European
Union are deeply concerned about the situa-
tion in Chechnya. We recognize Russia’s
right to uphold its territorial integrity and to
defend its citizens from terrorism and law-
lessness, and we condemn terrorism in all its
manifestations. But we believe that Russia’s
military tactics in Chechnya are undermining
its objectives, creating a humanitarian crisis,
endangering innocent civilians, and jeopard-
izing stability throughout the Caucasus re-
gion. A military solution to the conflict is not
possible. We call for an immediate and last-
ing cease-fire throughout Chechnya and a
political dialogue that can lead to a durable
solution to the crisis.

The indiscriminate use of force against ci-
vilians is unacceptable. Providing for the
safety of innocent civilians is a fundamental
obligation of all states. We call on Russia to
respect this principle unconditionally.

We stress that the respect for the terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty of neigh-
boring states is a fundamental principle of
the international system. We are concerned
by the impact of the Chechnya conflict on
security throughout the Caucasus and stress
the importance of avoiding steps that would
further undermine regional security.

Displaced persons should be allowed full
freedom of movement. Russian and regional

authorities must provide for their well being.
The United States and the EU strongly sup-
port the courageous efforts of international
relief organizations, including the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to displaced people and others af-
fected by the conflict. We ask Russia to work
constructively with these organizations and
ensure security for their personnel and ac-
cess for their operations.

The OSCE Istanbul Summit Declaration
noted that the OSCE could contribute to
finding a political solution to the conflict. We
are encouraged that OSCE Chairman-in-Of-
fice Vollebaek was able to visit the North
Caucasus. We support his efforts to promote
a political dialogue as well as the continuing
role of the OSCE in finding a lasting solution
to the conflict. We believe that an office of
the OSCE Assistance Group should be
opened in neighboring Ingushetiya to mon-
itor the humanitarian situation. We call on
Russia to respect all of the commitments it
has made in the framework of the OSCE.
In that regard, we acknowledge Prime Min-
ister Putin’s statements that he has held talks
with representatives of Chechen President
Maskhadov and urge continuation of mean-
ingful discussions with responsible Chechen
leaders.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on Southeast
Europe
December 17, 1999

We reaffirm our commitment to the emer-
gence of a secure, democratic and pros-
perous Southeastern Europe. We agree on
the central importance of promoting demo-
cratic change in Yugoslavia and will remain
engaged in enhancing the security of the re-
gion until that happens. We will therefore
work together with Yugoslav democratic
forces, including the Government of Monte-
negro, to promote such change. We support
the efforts of the freely elected government
of Montenegro to advance political and eco-
nomic reform within the FRY. We will also
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continue our support for the full implemen-
tation of Security Council Resolution 1244
and for UNMIK and KFOR’s efforts to es-
tablish in Kosovo a safe environment for all
individuals regardless of their ethnic, reli-
gious or other affiliation. We will lay the
foundations for an effective administrative
and judicial system, just as we will continue
our strong support for the work of SFOR and
the High Representative in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. We call upon Croatia to take
steps to ensure that its parliamentary and
presidential election processes are free and
fair, in accordance with democratic prin-
ciples and OSCE standards.

We are further strengthening our coopera-
tion with all the countries of Southeastern
Europe in fulfillment of the goals and com-
mitments of the Stability Pact. Led by the
European Union and strongly supported by
the United States, the Pact has achieved
much since the Sarajevo Summit last July,
including specific steps to improve the in-
vestment climate, fight corruption, control
small arms and light weapons, implement
commitments on weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and advance democracy and human
rights throughout the region. The countries
of the region will play an essential role in
implementing the Pact and have recognized
the importance of accelerating overall eco-
nomic and political reforms. There is now
much work to do in the months ahead to
transform the commitments of each country
into concrete progress and to prepare for a
Regional Funding Conference to be held in
the first quarter of 2000. The European
Union and the United States have made clear
their readiness to provide assistance for re-
gional reform efforts and to fight corruption
and organized crime, build sound public in-
stitutions, mobilize private investment, and
expand trade. We intend to work closely with
Southeastern Europe to take full advantage
of the opportunity before us at the verge of
a new century to forge greater stability and
advance the region’s integration into the
Euro-Atlantic mainstream.
NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on the World
Trade Organization

December 17, 1999

The United States and the European
Union consider the multilateral trading sys-
tem one of the world’s principal bulwarks of
peace, sustainable development, and eco-
nomic growth; and a primary engine for ris-
ing living standards and broad-based pros-
perity in the future. As we approach the new
century, we must ensure that the trading sys-
tem retains its dynamism and ability to re-
spond to changing needs of an increasingly
diverse membership.

Accordingly, both sides note their dis-
appointment at the failure to reach agree-
ment on a new Round of trade negotiations
at Seattle, but they agree it is now important
to find a way forward. In this context, the
EU and the US both pledge continued readi-
ness to work with Director General Mike
Moore and our partners to launch an inclu-
sive new Round as soon as possible. A new
Round has to be definitively different from
its predecessors. It should encompass the
built in agenda of agriculture and services,
further and effective market access liberal-
ization, support our efforts to harness
globalization by strengthening and extending
WTO rules, and address the concerns of both
developing countries and civil society.

With the Director General and all other
members of the WTO, we need to take full
account of the lessons of Seattle. In par-
ticular, work should be directed towards a
set of measures that will: provide better op-
portunities for wider participation by all
members (including developing countries) in
the decisionmaking processes of the WTO;
offer greater transparency (both within the
organization and vis a vis the outside world);
and improve public access, including through
broader access to WTO documents and
enhanced consultation procedures with civil
society. This work should also consider


